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Agenda

e Stamps as a State’s business card

e Aspects of a visual identity

* Pen and paper — manual design techniques
e Graphics software for image processing

e Future Indefinite — Al and stamp design



Stamps as a State’s business card
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Sweden: Lithuania: ‘
* Solid, modern, developed industry, well off * Assuring its identity
* Politically open, democratic, peace-oriented * Dedicated to its traditions and nature
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Swedish stamps: Lithuanian stamps: A
* High quality steel etching technique +  Focussing on national

* Often characteristic two-sided perforation symbols and history

* Clear graphical design e Traditional patterns

* Sans serif fonts, all capitals, same size «  Nature — plants & animals

* Subjects often matched to political image +  Historic developments

* Easy torecognize often visible LIETUVA 90

» Serife fonts express
traditional orientation




Stamps as a State’s business card
Federated Micronations of Musania

Posta tal Musograd:

Multifaceted, covering Musograd
and various other states of the F.M.
Difficult history

Multi-lingual
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Posta tal Musograd stamps:

* Various visual identities:
Realistic, abstract, historic

* Wide array of subjects: Culture,
national symbols, military

» Different layouts, graphical
methods, perforation types

Dovgiss Nogl Adsms
w$2 - 200

Capricornia Post:

* Originally separatist state with clear identity
(anglophone, australophile)

* Now modern, outward-oriented part of F.M.

Capricornia Post stamps:

* Clear visual identity:
* Common fonts
* Typical layouts
* Etching-like graphics
* Flag always present
* Repeated subjects
* Sheet border usage

HISTORIC SEAWINGS g CAPRICORMIA POST
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Aspects of a visual identity - fonts

-~ _ Do not use more
USE Special than 2 different

/
cacat fonts per stamp!

Character Fonts expressing special identities:

Bold fonts on

Conservative Fonts (bold with serifs, eg Times New Roman) stamps are easier

Neutral Fonts (e.g. Arial) to read!
CAPITAL-ONLY FONTS (EG. COPPERPLATE GOTHIC)

Bold modern fonts (eg. Eras Ult)

m You decide:
Distoric fonts (e.g. Aralghish) All stamps with the
dftistoric gflodernist fonts (e.g. ftarlow Holid Ualic) same neutral font

VS.
P - Diflerent fonts fo

E.G. \lﬂl\_ different STAR4E



Aspects of a visual identity - colours

Text Colours:

e Black only: Good readability,
but conservative look and feel
White on coloured background:

modern, sometimes difficult.
 Coloured Texts should be bold!

° Beld Letters
c¢an have a
black border

Paper Colours:

Very characteristic and special,
but difficult to obtain!

Stamp Colours:

Monochrome stamp designs are
often used for definitives:

Stamps with a limited range of tones
can create a common visual identity!

FISHTOWN oy
NEWPORT
TERRITORY

2

CAPRICGOTRILS POET
ETRATEREY GEAL RRTHITY

Colours combined
with simple
graphical elements




Aspects of a visual identity - layout
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d Capricornia: Most stamps with tab

Israel: Tabs are traditional

N ,Se tenant” — Combinations:
,,Jabs“ — Border Fields: e Stamps of same or
T * Flags / Coats of Arms different sizes

» NORDLAND

TERRITORIES ° Gr‘aph|ca| EIementS
» Texts / Information
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FNT: f i
NT: State flag Triagonal stamps:

* Unusual, but interesting I




Pen and paper — manual design techniques

Pencil drawing Colourized via Adding state name,
(Ariane Wulf) Graphics software  value and info texts

* Pencil drawings are a good basis for stamps!

* Leave enough space for values & texts!
* Colourize image with graphics software

Pencil drawing (Barbara Lindert)
with coloured background




Pen and paper — manual design techniques

,League for Democracy” — Musogradian
precursor issue (ca. 1982)

* Handpainted with felt pen

e Aluminium colour coated paper

* Modernist design with barcode

e Similar style for a number of LfD issues
(all lost)

Unusual materials and
techniques for stamps

,Federation of Musograd“ (2004)
e ,Musogradian Downs View" —
Acryl on canvas
* Texts and values added
(too smalll!)

Use existing paintings as

basis for stamp design!



Graphics Software for Image Processing

“MUSIENNES.

Original photography

MYCOTrPAZHH B AHIJIIA

Photoshop, Gimp and Paint Shop Pro combine raster graphics /
photo processing and vector graphics design.




Future Indefinite — Al and stamp design

Al Processing for existing images: Capricornia 2025 — MES Romkerhall.
Used ChatGPT to convert Wikimedia
photo into high quality etching.

FM 2018 — Independence Tower in Kosnice.
Photography altered via PSP Al filter plugin.

Al generated base images: Midjourney Al based design

Midjourney:
,draw a black jet fighter plane with
1 9 » two engines and two pilots in the cockpit.
e The engines are smaller the full plane must be visible

PA 505 ¢ "BLACK DRAGON"

PA 505 ,Black Dragon“




S UMmima ry Decide for yourself:

Diversity in design and layout
or
Consistent, recognizable elements

Techniques and materials:

» Start simple, expand later — stamp seeee ;
IBD@@IBBHUZ?A &1.25

programs should show their history!
» Make sure your designer
understands your requirements!
» Designing yourself? Combine

manual and digital techniques,
working with simpler software.

Artificial Intelligence:
» Limit its use — see it as a tool, not as
a full solution! Avoid addiction...
» Have the courage to issue manually
designed stamps with flaws!

024 pox apaxony e 2024 pox gpakony
YEAR OF THE DRAGON : YEAR OF THE DRAGON
o Poustm

d 3 Scrwacz 020 Post ts Musograd




